OTHER PSYCHOTIC DISORDERS

1. Schizophreniform disorder
Symptoms & Signs
· Schizophreniform disorder is a psychotic illness with symptoms typical of schizophrenia but without the chronic course of that disorder

· To satisfy the diagnostic criteria for schizophreniform disorder, patients must display psychotic symptoms sufficient to meet DSM-IV criteria for the active phase of schizophrenia, but they must return to their previous level of functioning within 6 months

DSM-IV criteria for schizophreniform disorder 

A. Meets Criteria A, D, and E of schizophrenia. 

B. An episode of the disorder (including prodromal, active, and residual phases) lasts at least 1 month but less than 6 months (When the diagnosis must be made without waiting for recovery, it should be qualified as "provisional") 
2. Schizoaffective disorder
Symptoms & Signs

· Patients with schizoaffective disorder display psychotic symptoms consistent with the acute phase of schizophrenia, but these symptoms are frequently accompanied by prominent manic or depressive symptomatology.

· At other times, schizophrenic symptoms unaccompanied by mood symptoms are present. Schizoaffective disorder is further divided into bipolar (history of manic episodes) and depressive types.

Diagnosis

DSM-IV criteria for schizoaffective disorder
A. An uninterrupted period of illness during which, at some time, there is either a major depressive episode or manic episode concurrent with symptoms that meet Criterion A for schizophrenia 
B. During the same period of illness, there have been delusions or hallucinations for at least 2 weeks in the absence of prominent mood symptoms 
C. Symptoms meeting criteria for a mood episode are present for a substantial portion of the total duration of the active and residual periods of the illness 
D. Not due to the direct physiological effects of a substance (e.g. drugs of abuse, medication) or a general medical condition 
Specify if 
Bipolar type: If disturbance includes a manic or a mixed episode (or manic or a mixed episode and major depressive episodes) 
Depressive type: If major depressive episode only
Treatment
· Most schizoaffective patients require neuroleptic medication, often on a long-term basis, to control psychotic symptoms, as well as treatment for mood symptoms.

· Combining lithium, carbamazepine, or valproate with a neuroleptic has been shown to be superior to neuroleptics alone in schizoaffective patients with manic symptoms.

3. Delusional disorders
Symptoms & Signs
· Delusional disorders are characterized by prominent well-organized delusions and by the relative absence of hallucinations, disorganized thought and behavior, and abnormal affect.
Diagnosis

DSM-IV criteria for delusional disorder
A. Nonbizarre delusions (i.e. involving situations that occur in real life, such as being followed, poisoned, infected, loved at a distance, having a disease, or being deceived by one's spouse or lover) of at least 1 month's duration 
B. Has never met Criterion A for schizophrenia (Note: Tactile and olfactory hallucinations are not excluded if related to the delusional theme) 
C. Apart from the impact of the delusion(s) or its ramifications, functioning is not markedly impaired and behavior is not obviously odd or bizarre 
D. If mood episodes have occurred concurrently with delusions, their total duration has been brief relative to the duration of the delusional periods 
E. Not due to the direct physiological effects of a substance (eg, drugs of abuse, medication) or a general medical condition
4. Brief psychotic disorder
Symptoms & Signs
· It is a common clinical observation that otherwise well-functioning people may develop psychotic symptoms in response to stress.

· Brief psychotic disorders may be preceded by a stressful event or series of events such as automobile accidents, divorces or separations, and financial setbacks. 

· They may also be associated with the postpartum period

· However, stressors may also be absent or seemingly mild in severity. 

· The onset of symptoms is abrupt, without the gradually developing prodrome often seen in schizophreniform disorder or schizophrenia.

· Symptoms are often dramatic and florid and are often thematically related to precipitating circumstances. 
· There may be emotional turmoil or confusion as well as psychotic symptoms of various types.

Diagnosis

DSM-IV criteria for brief psychotic disorder
A. Presence of at least one of the following symptoms: 
a) delusions 
b) hallucinations 
c) disorganized speech (eg, frequent derailment or incoherence) 
d) grossly disorganized or catatonic behavior 
Note: Do not include a symptom if it is a culturally sanctioned response pattern 
B. Duration of an episode of the disturbance is at least 1 day and no more than 1 month, with eventual full return to premorbid level of functioning 
C. Not better accounted for by a mood disorder with psychotic features, schizoaffective disorder, or schizophrenia, and not due to the direct effects of a physiological substance (eg, drugs of abuse, medication) or a general medical condition

